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Dear Delegate: 
The Center for Urban Innovation and the conference planning committee 

are pleased to welcome you to Victoria to be part of a gathering of leaders in the field 
of Sustainable Urban Development.  The outstanding line-up of keynote speakers, 

showcase presentations, workshops and salons offers a unique opportunity to learn from 
and work with each other, respond to challenges in sustainable development 

practice and build new partnerships. 
 

Gene Miller, Conference Chair 
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Quick Orientation  
  
Getting Here 
The main venue for Gaining Ground is the Laurel Point Inn at 680 Montreal 
Street. This hotel/conference centre is situated on Laurel Point, a six-acre 
park peninsula on the Inner Harbour in downtown Victoria.  The venue is a 
10 minute walk from float planes, the Victoria Clipper and Coho Ferry as well 
as the Empress Hotel, the Parliament Buildings and downtown. 
 
Underground and valet parking is available at the hotel. Parking is free 
during the day and $7 per night.  Parking passes are available at hotel 
reception and will be added to your guest room bill. 
 
For more information on transportation and getting to Victoria, see page 7. 
 
On-Site Registration 
On-site registration will take place from 3:00-9:00 pm on Wednesday, June 14 in the Laurel Point Inn’s 
Marble Lobby.  Light refreshments will be available. Registration will continue starting at 7:30 am on 
Thursday, June 15.  Note that the opening session of the conference begins at 8:00 am on June 15 in the 
Ballroom. At the registration desk, you can pick up your delegate bag, final program and name tag. 
 
Accommodation 
Guest rooms are still available at the special conference rate of $189.00 plus taxes.  The group 
reservation number for Gaining Ground is #130001.  Contact Laurel Point reservations at 
tel: (250) 386-8721 or 1-800-663-7667, fax: (250) 386-9547/8731 or reservations@laurelpoint.com.  The 
mailing address for the hotel is: Laurel Point Inn, 680 Montreal St., Victoria, BC V8V 1Z8. 
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Program Overview 
 
James Kunstler Public Lecture, Wednesday, June 14, 7:30pm (McPherson Playhouse) 
James Kunstler will present a public lecture based on his current book, The Long Emergency: Surviving 
the Converging Catastrophes of the Twenty-first Century. As one of North America’s shrewdest and most 
engaging social commentators, James tells what to expect when we pass the tipping point of global peak 
oil production and enter the long arc of depletion—economic, political, and social changes on an epochal 
scale—sooner than we think. 
 
A ticket to this lecture is included in your registration fee.  Present your name at the McPherson 
Playhouse box office to receive your ticket, which has been assigned to a reserved block for conference 
delegates (the theatre may ask for ID).  The box office opens at 9:30 am.  You should pick up your 
ticket by 7:00 pm. 
 
The McPherson Playhouse is located at #3 Centennial Square in the 600-block Pandora Ave. Tickets for 
the public are $12.50. Box Office (250) 386-6121, Toll-free line 1-888-717-6121. 
 
The lecture will be followed by a book signing in the McPherson lobby, where copies of The Long 
Emergency will be on sale. 
 
Conference Program, Thursday, June 15 to Saturday, June 17 (Laurel Point Inn) 
Conference keynotes and plenaries will take place in the Ballroom of the Laurel Point Inn.  Keynote 
addresses will also take place over lunch in the Terrace Room on June 15.  A detailed conference 
schedule with presenter bios is on page 9. 
 
Keynotes 
• “The Challenge Before Us: Creating Local Sustainable Cultures,” John Knott 

(Thurs., June 15, 8:30 am) 

• “Beyond the Long Emergency: Lessons in Sustainable Development,” James Kunstler 
(Thurs., June 15, 12:30 pm) 

• “The Dollars and Sense of Sustainable Development,” Ed McMahon (Fri., June 16, 8:45 am) 

• “Restoring the World For A Living,” Storm Cunningham (Fri., June 16, 12:30 pm) 
• “Sustainability in the International Context,” Timothy Beatley (Sat. June 17, 8:30 am) 

 
Showcase Projects 
• Dockside Green with Joe Van Belleghem (Thurs., June 15, 10:30 am) 

• The Noisette Project with John Knott (Fri., June 16, 10:30 am) 

• Loreto Bay with David Butterfield (Sat., June 17, 10:30 am) 
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Concurrent salons/workshops June 15 and 16 
Concurrent salons/workshops will be held in the adjacent breakout rooms.  See the full schedule 
on page 9. Pre-selection of salons/workshops is not required. Salons/workshops will include: 
• “Green Value,” Chris Corps, Joe Van Belleghem 

• “Green Attitudes: Skin Deep or An Enduring Cultural Shift?” Cheeying Ho, 
Michael Bloomfield, Jennie Moore 

• “Revitalizing Spent Places,” Storm Cunningham 

• “The Long Emergency at Home: Conversation with James Kunstler” 

• “Financing Sustainable Development,” Vancity Savings and from Vancity Enterprises, Detlef Beck, 
Lee Davis, Dan Paris 

• “Embracing Sustainable Development As Our Own: Case Studies of Cultural Change.” 
Cheeying Ho, Michael Bloomfield, Jennie Moore 

• “Revitalizing Spent Places: Partnerships and Policy,” Storm Cunningham 

• “Greenfield Sustainable Development,” Andy Kesteloo, Ed McMahon, Rob Buchan 

• “From Integrated Watershed Management to A Web of Life Approach,” Patrick Lucey, 
Pamela Mang 

• “Reconstructing the Paper Trail: Ladders of Policy Integration,” Jon O’Riordan, Gordon Feller 

• “Sustainable Development: One-Wave Wonder or Here to Stay?” 
A Developer Opinion Spectrum: Conversation with David Butterfield, Ken Mariash and John Knott 

• “Greening Suburbia or Creating Compact Complete Communities?” Rob Buchan, Ed McMahon, 
Andy Kesteloo 

• “Applying the Web of Life: Project Examples,” Patrick Lucey, Pamela Mang 

• “Pushing Policy: Examples of Integrated Approaches,” Jon O’Riordan, Gordon Feller 

 

Optional Field Trip June 17, 1:30-5:30pm 
Patrick Lucey and Cori Barraclough, freshwater ecologists with Aqua-Tex Scientific, will lead a field trip to 
several projects in the local area which showcase the many ways in which Smart Municipal Development 
can drive restoration of aquatic habitat while providing cost-effective rain water management. These 
projects vary in age from 10 years to 10 months old and include single-family infill, multi-family, 
agricultural and commercial developments. These projects demonstrate practical, cost-effective, 
ecologically functional solutions to common problems that apply across all landscapes. The field trip will 
last approximately four hours. 
Please reserve your spot for this excursion by emailing Geoff Gosson, Conference Manager, at 
info@gaininggroundsummit.com or (250) 858-4600.  Space is limited. 
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Meals and Catered Events 
 
Breakfasts, Thursday, June 15 to Saturday, June 17 (Marble Lobby) 
A buffet breakfast will be available to conference delegates in the Marble Lobby at Laurel Point Inn.  
Breakfast vouchers can be obtained at the conference registration desk. 
 

The buffet breakfast menu includes: 
- scrambled eggs, bacon, ham, sausage, hash browns 

- whole fruit, assorted individual yogurts and cold cereals 
- French toast and Belgian waffles 
- toast and mini-bagels, croissants 

- chilled fruit juices, coffee, decaf coffee or tea 
& freshly baked scones, preserves and butter 

 
Lunches, Thursday, June 15 to Saturday, June 17 (Terrace Room) 
Lunches on Thursday and Friday will be served at tables, beginning at 12:00 noon.  A lunchtime keynote 
address will start each day at 12:30 pm. 
 

The menu for lunch on Thursday will be: 
- medley of seasonal greens with mandarin orange slices, glazed pecans and raspberry vinaigrette 

- wild barbequed salmon glazed with a Moroccan-inspired sauce 
- fresh fruit flan complimented with a berry coulis, garnished with chocolate 

 
The menu for lunch on Friday will be: 

- traditional caesar salad with focaccia croutons and asiago cheese 
- boneless breast of chicken with caramelized garlic and wild B.C. mushrooms 

- milk chocolate crème caramel 

 
On Saturday, a West Coast buffet lunch will take place in the Terrace Room, beginning at 12:00 noon.  
The menu will be: 

- Thai noodle salad 
- spinach salad with sun-dried cranberries, toasted almonds and a raspberry vinaigrette 

- grilled bell peppers, portabella mushrooms and zucchini in a balsamic vinegar and olive oil dressing 
- baked halibut in a flavourful mango, lime and ginger cream sauce 

- roasted New York strip loin crusted with fresh herbs and green peppercorn, finished with brandy au jus 
- assorted buns with butter 

- oven-roasted potatoes and- basmati rice 
- seasonal vegetables 

- fresh fruit and assorted pastries 
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Nutrition Breaks (Marble Lobby) 
Nutrition breaks will be available mid-morning and mid-afternoon on Thursday and Friday, and mid-
morning on Saturday.  Coffee, tea, juice, bottled water, fruit and assortment of baked goods will be 
available. 
 
Reception, Thursday, June 15, 6:30 pm (at the home of David Butterfield, 21 Dallas Rd.) 
Hosted by The Trust for Sustainable Development and Loreto Bay, this catered reception will take place 
in the home of David Butterfield, located in the Shoal Point building (21 Dallas Rd.), only a 5-minute walk 
from Laurel Point Inn.  Volunteers will be on hand to direct you to the reception and to provide access to 
the building.  Please be sure to bring your name tag to ensure access. 
 
Reception, Friday, June 16, 5:30 pm (Terrace Room and patio) 
Hosted by Bayview Properties and the Center for Urban Innovation, this networking reception will feature 
a hosted bar of BC beer, wines and ciders. 
 
 

Hotel Amenities 
• Café Laurel (full service)  
• Terrace Patio Restaurant (full service)  
• Cook's Landing Lounge (live entertainment nightly)  
• gift shop  
• Oceanside Patio/tanning deck and a lush Japanese garden  
• indoor pool and Jacuzzi  
• 24-hour room service  
• dry cleaning services  
• concierge services  
• dogs under 30lbs welcome on the first floor, North Wing, $25.00 per stay  
• connecting guestrooms and family guestrooms with hide-a-beds  
• secure on-site parking and valet parking  
• complimentary local, calling card and toll-free calls  
• complimentary shuttle to/from Royal BC Museum, Tillicum Centre and the Great Canadian Casino  
• complimentary business centre with PC, Internet and e-mail access and a printer  
• level 2 wheelchair accessibility  
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Transportation 
 
Transit 
BC Transit schedule information, http://www.bctransit.com/regions/vic/ or 382-6161.  The airport shuttle 
can be booked to take you from the Laurel Point Inn to the airport.  See details below. 
 
By Air 
Located 30 minutes from downtown, Victoria International Airport serves daily flights from Vancouver 
International Airport and Seattle-Tacoma Airport, as well as direct flights from points throughout Canada 
and the U.S. Regular float plane and helicopter service to downtown Victoria is available from Vancouver 
and Seattle. 
 
Helijet International Inc. 
Daily scheduled service between Victoria and Seattle, downtown to downtown, Victoria and downtown 
Vancouver or Vancouver Airport and between Abbotsford and Victoria, Monday-Friday. Phone Number: 
(250) 382-6222, Toll Free: (800) 665-4354, Fax: (250) 360-2305, Email: PassengerServices@helijet.com   
 
Harbour Air Seaplanes 
Scheduled daily flights between Victoria and Vancouver and Gulf Island harbours. (250) 384-2215, Toll 
Free: (800) 665-0212, Fax: (250) 385-2234, Web Site:  http://www.harbour-air.com, Email: 
victoria@harbour-air.com  
 
Victoria International Airport Authority 
Phone Number: (250) 953-7500, Fax: (250) 953-7509 
 
Airport Shuttle 
To get to Laurel Point Inn from the airport, you can take the Airport Shuttle which makes regular stops at 
all hotels and motels in Greater Victoria.  The shuttle covers all incoming and outgoing flights from 
Victoria International Airport.  You can make a reservation by calling (250) 386-2525, 
or Toll Free: 1-877-386-2525.  The cost is $15. Group discounts are available for 5 or more.   
 
By Sea 
Victoria is well-connected to mainland British Columbia and Washington State by vehicle and passenger 
ferries and high-speed catamarans. Each day, dozens of ferries cross the straits, granting breathtaking 
views of the rocky coastline, forested islands, inlets and often marine wildlife. Victoria's arrival points 
include the Inner Harbour, the Town of Sidney and the Swartz Bay Ferry Terminal (35 minutes from 
downtown Victoria, near Sidney). http://bcferries.com/ 
 
Black Ball Transport 
MV Coho is a vehicle and passenger ferry between Port Angeles, Washington and Victoria's Inner 
Harbour, Phone Number: (250) 386-2202, Fax: (250) 386-2207  
 
Victoria Clipper 
Scheduled daily high-speed catamaran service (passengers only) between Seattle and Victoria harbours. 
Phone Number: (206) 448-5000, Toll Free: (800) 888-2535, Fax: (206) 443-2583  
Web Site:  http://www.victoriaclipper.com, Email: reservations@victoriaclipper.com  
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Car Rentals 
 
Island Auto Rentals 
Phone Number: (250) 384-4881  
Fax: (250) 380-0101  
Address: 1400 Quadra Street 
Email: islandrentacar@telus.net  
 
Budget Rent a Car 
Phone Number: (250) 953-5300  
Toll Free: (800) 668-9833  
Fax: (250) 953-5227  
Address: 757 Douglas Street 
Email: reserve@budgetvictoria.com  
 
Taxis 
 
Empress Taxi, (250) 381-2222 
(wheelchair accessible vans) 
Blue Bird Cabs, (250) 382-4235 
(wheelchair accessible vans) 
Victoria Taxi, (250) 383-7111 
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Wednesday, June 14 

3:00-9:00 p.m.  Early registration and informal social with refreshments at Laurel Point Inn 

7:30-9:00 p.m. 
James Kunstler public lecture, 
"The Long Emergency" and book signing, McPherson Playhouse (included in registration 
fee). Tickets for the public are $12.50 and available through the box office at (250) 386-
6121 or toll-free 1-888-717-6121. 

 
Thursday, June 15 

7:30 a.m. Registration resumes / buffet breakfast available 

8:00 a.m.  Welcome and introductions 

8:30 a.m. 

Keynote Address by John Knott: 
“The Challenge Before Us: Setting the Context 
for Sustainable Urban Development” 
 
Respondent’s panel: Bill Reed, Pamela Mang, Gene Miller 
Moderator: Deborah Curran 

10:30 a.m. Project Showcase: Dockside Green 
- Joe Van Belleghem 

12:00 p.m. Lunch 

12:30 p.m. 
Keynote Address by James Kunstler 
“Beyond the Long Emergency: Lessons in Sustainable Development” 
(at lunch venue) 
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2:00 p.m. 

Salon Offering #1 – Choose from: 
 
• “Green Value”  
– Chris Corps, Joe Van Belleghem 
We understand that sustainable development can pay – what are the key elements of that on a 
building and neighbourhood scale? What are the tradeoffs? How has this changed in the last five 
years, and where will it be in another five? 
 
• “Green Attitudes: Skin Deep or An Enduring Cultural Shift?” 
– Cheeying Ho, Michael Bloomfield, Jennie Moore 
How does the public perceive “sustainability”? What does it mean in North America, and specifically 
in building and marketing new developments? What elements of sustainability are most appealing to 
the public and which are non-starters? What tools are governments and developers using to effect a 
cultural shift towards sustainability? 
 
• “Revitalizing Spent Places” 
– Storm Cunningham 
The vestiges of the post-war industrial era and many 1960’s and 1970’s buildings and land uses are 
ripe for redevelopment. This includes the derelict industrial areas and strip malls that can be found in 
any community. What are the most promising end-of-life-cycle opportunities and how can these be 
turned into complete communities? What are the criteria for renewal? 
 
• “The Long Emergency at Home: Conversation with James Kunstler” 

3:45 p.m. 
to 

5:15 p.m. 

Salon Offering #2 – Choose from: 
 
• “Financing Sustainable Development” 
– Vancity Savings and Vancity Enterprises, Detlef Beck, Lee Davis, Dan Paris 
Unconventional development may need unconventional financing. What is the current appetite of 
financial institutions for sustainable development, on a site and community-wide basis? What is the 
package of financial instruments that are most appealing for green projects? What are future 
projections for reforms in the finance industry that will address some of the current approaches? 
 
• “Embracing Sustainable Development As Our Own: 
Case Studies of Cultural Change” 
– Cheeying Ho, Michael Bloomfield, Jennie Moore 
Examples of social marketing campaigns, partnership projects and other successful initiatives that 
have created cultural shifts in the target population. Who’s “getting” sustainable development? 
 
• “Revitalizing Spent Places: Partnerships and Policy” 
– Storm Cunningham 
What are the key partnership opportunities when revitalizing an existing neighbourhood or site? How 
much time should be spent on reforming policy, and what are key policy tools to achieve sustainable 
development? Are these equally applicable in small towns and cities? 
 
• “The Long Emergency At Home: Conversation with James Kunstler” 

6:30 p.m. Reception at home of David Butterfield, Shoal Point (21 Dallas Rd.) 
hosted by The Trust for Sustainable Development and Loreto Bay 
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Friday, June 16 

7:30 a.m.  Buffet breakfast available 

8:20 a.m. Announcements 

8:30 a.m. Review of previous day’s work and today’s challenges 
– Deborah Curran, Gene Miller 

8:45 a.m. Keynote Address by Ed McMahon: 
“The Dollars and Sense of Sustainable Development” 

10:30 a.m. Project Showcase: Noisette Project 
– John Knott 

12:00 p.m. Lunch 

12:30 p.m. Keynote Address by Storm Cunningham (at lunch venue): 
“Restoring the World For A Living” 

2:00 p.m. 

Salon Offering #3 – Choose from: 
 
• “Greenfield Sustainable Development”  
– Andy Kesteloo, Ed McMahon, Rob Buchan 
When is it appropriate to move to greenfield sites? Is there a way to make market imperatives and 
density imperatives converge? What are criteria for greenfield sites to qualify as sustainable 
development? 
 
• “From Integrated Watershed Management to A Web of Life Approach” 
– Patrick Lucey, Pamela Mang 
Overview of change of thinking from resource management to approach based on web of life. Can we 
go past eco-friendly to eco-operative and integrative? 
 
• “Reconstructing the Paper Trail: Ladders of Policy Integration”  
– Jon O’Riordan, Gordon Feller 
From federal to local, policy and regulations must be integrated to support sustainable development. 
What are some of the key federal, state/provincial and local policy drivers? Who must be their 
champions? 
 
• “Sustainable Development: One-Wave Wonder or Here to Stay?”  
– A Developer Opinion Spectrum  
Conversation with David Butterfield, Ken Mariash and John Knott. 

3:45 p.m. 

Salon Offering #4 – Choose from: 
 
• “Greening Suburbia or Creating Compact Complete Communities?”  
– Rob Buchan, Ed McMahon, Andy Kesteloo 
Examples of new approaches to greenfield development, including discussion of the Westhills Green 
master plan in Langford, BC. 
 
• “Applying the Web of Life: Project Examples”  
– Patrick Lucey, Pamela Mang 
Application of a web of life approach to built project examples. How is ongoing maintenance of the 
ecosystem handled and what is the cost? How are unconventional liability concerns (flooding, West 
Nile Virus habitat) addressed? 
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• “Pushing Policy: Examples of Integrated Approaches”  
– Jon O’Riordan, Gordon Feller 
Case studies of federal to local level policy integration for sustainable development. How-to bring the 
legislators to our side. 
 
• “Integrated Sustainability Planning: The Complete Neighbourhood Approach / 
Who’s Needed At The Table?” 
– Conversation with David Butterfield, Ken Mariash and John Knott 
Key elements of creating a compact complete community; the challenges to ensure that all of the 
elements of environmental, social and economic stability are present. 

5:30 p.m.  Reception at Laurel Point, hosted by Bayview Properties, Heritage Partners and Center for 
Urban Innovation 

6:30 p.m.  Dinner on your own 

 
Saturday, June 17 

7:30 a.m. Buffet breakfast available 

8:05 a.m. Announcements 

8:15 a.m.  Review of previous day’s work and today’s challenges 
– Deborah Curran 

8:30 a.m. Keynote address and questions: Timothy Beatley 
“Sustainability in the International Context”  

10:30 a.m Project showcase discussion: Loreto Bay 
– David Butterfield 

12:00 p.m. Lunch  

12:30 p.m. "Putting It All Together: Next Steps to Gaining Ground”  
– Bill Reed, Pamela Mang, Gene Miller 

1:15 p.m. Closing  
– Deborah Curran 

1:30 p.m. Field trip hosted by Aqua-Tex Consulting (optional) 
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Biographies 
 
Storm Cunningham  
author of The Restoration Economy, is Executive Director of the Revitalization 
Institute, the alliance for community renewal and natural resource restoration. The 
institute’s mission is “to advance restorative development of communities and 
natural resources worldwide.” 
 
Cunningham was, from 1996 to 2002, the Director of Strategic Initiatives at the 
Construction Specifications Institute, an association of 18,000 architects, 
engineers, contractors and manufacturers that influences the standard for 
commercial construction in the U.S., Canada and other countries. 
 
His presentation at Gaining Ground will profile the trillions of dollars of “restorable assets” in North 
America; the keys to revitalizing communities and regions; numerous innovative policy and planning-
related issues; and restorative development’s relationship to sustainable development and smart growth. 
He will emphasize the power and potentials of integrated restoration projects and integrated revitalization 
programs. 
 
James Kunstler 
is one of the best-known of our social critics who has focused on the insanity and 
destructiveness of North American land use, the “suburban fiasco,” and the 
collapse of community resulting from our building practices and car dependency. 
 
Author of Home From Nowhere, The Geography of Nowhere, The City In Mind, and 
the current and controversial The Long Emergency, Kunstler has thoroughly 
examined the pathologies of recent and current land use and development practice 
and policy. He has been a cautious champion of New Urbanism and a thoughtful 
pessimist about our society’s capacity and practical ability to change its patterns of 
energy use and consumption. 
 
His presentation at Gaining Ground will touch on the vast historical landscape of mistakes and mis-steps, 
and open up the urgent need for the sustainability and restoration ‘movement’ to influence current land 
use and community-making practice. 
 
Ed McMahon 
a nationally renowned authority on sustainable development, land conservation and 
urban design is currently ULI/Charles Fraser Senior Resident Fellow for 
Sustainable Development at the Urban Land Institute in Washington, DC. 
McMahon is formerly the vice president and director of land use programs at The 
Conservation Fund. 
 
Quoted recently at a ULI-sponsored forum, McMahon described the need to 
preserve green infrastructure: “Smart conservation is just as important as smart 
growth. Smart conservation is proactive, large-scale and coordinated. We need to think of open space as 
a form of infrastructure just as we think of roads as infrastructure. It must be viewed as a necessity, not an 
amenity; and it must be preserved as a connected, contiguous system.” 
 
Author of Land Conservation Finance and Better Models for Commercial Development, and currently 
helping to head up the ULI redevelopment response in New Orleans, McMahon will emphasize 
opportunities and strategies for new and better relationships between development and environment.  
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John Knott 
is developer of the 3,000-acre “Noisette” Project in Charleston, South Carolina – one 
the largest and most ambitious sustainable developments in the U.S – refers to 
himself as a ‘change agent’, Knott limits his annual speaking to eight presentations, 
and hopes to influence participants to more seriously consider the social equity 
potentials of sustainable development. He has built “Noisette” around the principles of 
sustainability not limited to environmental goals, but social ones as well. 
 
As the project website notes, “Noisette” is not just about the physical process of 
urban renewal, it is about community renewal through non-profit initiatives in 
education, the arts and social justice.” 
 
Knott expects to deliver a powerful message about the potential of sustainable development to replace 
“mindless urban sprawl” and to renew both commonsense approaches to human settlement and the 
values of community. He looks forward to spending time engaged with legislators, policymakers, NGO’s 
and other interests. 

Timothy Beatley 
is Teresa Heinz Professor of Sustainable Communities, in the Department of Urban 
and Environmental Planning, School of Architecture at the University of Virginia, 
where he has taught for the last eighteen years. His primary teaching and research 
interests are in environmental planning and policy, with special emphasis on coastal 
and natural hazards planning, environmental values and ethics, and biodiversity 
conservation. He has published extensively in these areas, including the following 
recent books: Ethical Land Use (Johns Hopkins University Press, 1994); Habitat 
Conservation Planning: Endangered Species and Urban Growth (University of Texas 
Press, 1994), Natural Hazard Mitigation (Island Press, 1999, with David Godschalk and others); and An 
Introduction to Coastal Zone Management (Island Press, 2002, Second Edition, with David Brower and 
Anna Schwab).  

In recent years much of his research and writing has been focused on the subject of sustainable 
communities, and creative strategies by which cities and towns can fundamentally reduce their ecological 
footprints, while at the same time becoming more livable and equitable places. To this end, he is the 
recent author of The Ecology of Place (Island Press, 1997), with Kristy Manning, which reviews innovative 
local sustainability practice from around the country and provides practical guidance on creating more 
sustainable urban form, restorative local economies, and stronger communities. Beatley has recently 
returned from a year’s research in Europe, specifically examining the experiences of some 30 cities, in 
twelve European countries. The findings of this study have been published in a recent book entitled 
Green Urbanism: Learning from European Cities (Island Press, 2000). He is also the author of a new 
book Native to Nowhere: Sustaining Home and Community in a Global Age (also published by Island 
Press, December, 2004). 

Beatley holds a PhD in City and Regional Planning from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 
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Detlef Beck is the Director, Community Enterprise for Vancity Enterprises, a subsidiary of Vancity Credit 
Union.  He is responsible for developing and implementing the regional community investment strategy 
for Vancity Enterprises and Dockside Green, a LEED platinum development in Victoria. 
 
Michael Bloomfield, founder and executive director of Harmony Foundation, has broad experience with 
environment, community development, and international issues.  Building on its long track record in 
sustainability, the Foundation recently published Green Cities: A Guide for Sustainable Community 
Development. 
 
Rob Buchan, Clerk-Administrator for the City of Langford, British Columbia, oversees all municipal 
operations for the city and has been instrumental in Langford’s planning to develop the continent’s first 
sustainable neighbourhood.  Previously, Rob was Langford’s city planner for nine years. 
 
David Butterfield is President of The Trust for Sustainable Development and Chairman of the Loreto Bay 
Company.  Over the past decade, David has been at the forefront of developing sustainable communities 
and buildings in North America. 
 
Chris Corps, Principal of Asset Strategics Ltd, Victoria, BC, is past chairman of the Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors Canada.  Chris is the author of the acclaimed Green Value, published last year by 
RICS. 
 
Deborah Curran is Principal of Deborah Curran and Company, a law firm specializing in legal strategies 
for smart growth.  Deborah, who co-founded Smart Growth BC and served as its president for five years, 
currently works in the Faculty of Law at the University of Victoria and is a board member of the Victoria 
Foundation. 
 
Lee Davis, President and CEO of Vancity Capital, has nearly 30 years experience in the financial 
services industry.  Having joined Vancity Capital in 2000, he specializes in financing for the sustainable 
economy, including alternative energy. 
 
Gordon Feller, CEO of the Urban Age Institute in San Francisco, California, has involved himself for 
nearly a quarter century with making cities sustainable.  He has authored over 400 articles, editorials, and 
commentaries and serves as editor of Urban Age Magazine. 
 
Cheeying Ho has worked in the area of land use and transportation for the past 12 years.  Currently the 
Executive Director of Smart Growth BC, she previously headed up BEST (Better Environmentally Sound 
Transportation), British Columbia’s leading sustainable transportation advocacy organization. 
 
Andy Kesteloo, Principal of Thornley BKG Consultants, has three decades of experience in construction 
and green building, with particular expertise in cost planning.  Andy serves on the board of the Canada 
Green Building Council, chairing its Product Steering Committee. 
 
Patrick Lucey, aquatic ecologist, is Principal for Aqua-Tex Scientific Consulting, working extensively with 
municipal watershed management planning.  Aqua-Tex consults closely with agencies, industries, and 
community organizations to implement innovative solutions that protect and restore waterbodies. 
 
Pamela Mang is Principal with Regensis, Inc. in Santa Fe, New Mexico, an ecological resource firm 
helping designers, planners, and developers regenerate the health of natural and cultural systems.  
Author of many articles, her work draws on 25 years of consulting experience, specializing in 
LivingSystems Thinking. 
 
Kenneth Mariash is a developer of major mixed use projects throughout North America including 
Calgary’s Deerfoot Meadows and Victoria’s Bayview and the adjacent Roundhouse Lands.  Trained as an 
architect, Ken applies both design and finance criteria to major urban projects and is an outstanding 
active listener to community values and goals. 
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Jennie Moore is Director of Sustainable Development and Environmental Stewardship Programs, School 
of Construction and the Environment, British Columbia Institute of Technology.  Previously, she was 
Strategic Initiatives Division Manager for the Greater Vancouver Regional District, where she played a 
key role in advancing sustainability initiatives. 
 
Jon O’Riordan, former Deputy Minister, British Columbia Ministry of Sustainable Resource Management, 
now serves as adjunct professor at the University of British Columbia.  Jon brings his vast experience of 
government and politics to his passion for enacting practical approaches and policies towards 
sustainability locally, regionally, and nationally. 
 
Dan Paris, Director of Development and Acting CEO of Vancity Enterprises, is responsible for leading 
and directing Vancity Enterprises’ team during its transitional period.  He brings 17 years experience in 
real estate development, consulting and design. 
 
Bill Reed, Vice President of Innovative Design Consulting in Cambridge, Massachusetts, is an 
internationally recognized specialist in issues related to green design and was one of the developers of 
the LEED system for the U.S. Green Building Council. 
 
Joe Van Belleghem, Partner at Windmill Developments, is spearheading the development of Dockside 
Green in Victoria, BC.  Well-known for his sustainability work, Joe previously developed Canada’s first 
LEED-certified (gold) building, the Vancouver Island Technology Park, and is on the board of both the 
U.S. and Canada Green Building Councils. 
 
 

 


